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We Mve received a letter from our Honolulu Office statinikAi 
the Honolulu Office of the Federal Bureau of Investigation had* 
a radiogram from your Washington Office stating that a Washingfo 
attorney had applied to you concerning passports and other pap 
OttoKuefai. a German national, which papers have been vested by this 
Office. : ^ 

The manager of our Honolulu Office informed your Honolulu Office 
that he would forward the requested papers. to us. These papers have 
now been received in Washington. > 


Mr. Nlehoft... 



We shall be glad to discuss this matter with you or, if you prefer j 
to have you refer to us. This case 
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As a result ef an Investigation conducted by tbs Bureau., the subject, 
a German national residing on tha Island of Oahu In tha Hawaiian I a land a, was 
convicted b y tha Military Commission sitting In Honolulu and found guilty on 
Psbruary 21, 1942, of unlawfully obtaining information aff acting tha national 
defense and disclosing such Information to tha Japanese Consulate In Honolulu* - 
He was sentenced by the Military Commission to be shot to death* However, on , - 
October 26, 1942, the Military Core mo r of the Territory of Hawaii, although 
approving the sentence imposed by the Commission, commuted Enehn's sentence 
to confinement at hard labor far fifty years and ordered him to be confined at 
the U* 3* Penitentiary at Leavenworth, Kansas* (Serial 282) 

After the subject had bean confined at Laavanwerth, leases, for a 
considerable period of tlmo, he was released from that Institution and in 
September of 1946 was transported to the Immigration Station, Ellis Island, 
lev York City, where ha aval tad transportation to Germany. 

By copy of an order dated July 23, 1946, signed by the Attorney General 
It was learned that the subject was ordered deported from this country. I thought 
you would be Interested In knowing that the Hew York Office has now advised the 
Bureen that the official^ 1ft Ialaftk Tar k gl t y,^ln foxmf»jl the Hew York 

Off loe on July 29, 1948, .that they.had receivsd ordarq from th e J^a^ay <Uaa Tl| ** 
parole, the subjec t. "**** 

parolisd some time that day*. Howsvsr, the address to which he was going was not 


>wn at that time, . - v) ,/ 

66-1574 r 
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THIS MEMORANDUM IS FOR ADMINISTRATIVE TOPOSBS 
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1 MR. NICHOLS ZJUWc 


subject : TRANSFER OF PRISONER'S MAIl) 

~ t 3 ^ (L °Jv^M 

Bulky Exhibit Fil* Dumber: & 5 - 1574-275 


) 4-314-1 

HS GOVERNMENT 


DATS: 3/18/54 
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We are presently In the process of reviewing all bulky 
exhibits presently on hand. In ordar that we may vaad out those 
which will aarva no useful purpoia by being retained* Inasmuch 
as a great many of. these bulky exhibits pertain to inactive 
cases and are occupying badly needed space , it is requested that 
you have the appropriate substantive supervisor review the above- 
listed bulky exhibit and render a decision as to the retention 
or disposition of the material contained therein* A notation 
as to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum, 
and it should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records 
Section, room 11139 Identification Building* This memorandum 
will be filed in the c^se file* 

RECOMMENDATION? 


That the above— listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a 
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the 
material contained therein* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - 
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Deleted 
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with no segregable 
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Information pertained only to a third party with no reference to you or the subject of your request. 


□ Information pertained only to a third party. Your name is listed in the title only. 

□ Documents) originating with the following government agency(ies) 

__ was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you. 


Page(s) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); 

as the information originated with them. You will 

be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI. 
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BERNARD JULIUS OTTO ^UEHN 
ESPIONAGE K 



Bulky Exhibit File Number* 65-157k-299 

We ere presently in the prooess of reviewing ell bulky 
exhibits presently on hand, in order thet we mey weed out those 
whioh will serve no useful purpose by being retained. Inesmuoh 
es e greet meny of these bulky exhibits pertein to lneotlve 
oeses end ere oooupying bedly needed space, it is requested thet 
you heve the eppropriate substantive supervisor review the above- 
listed bulky exhibit and render e decision es to the retention - 
or disposition of the material contained therein. A notation ^ 
es to the decision rendered should be placed on this memorandum,’ 
and it should be returned to the Filing Unit of the Records 
Section, room 1113« Identification Euildlng. This memorandum 
will be filed in the case file. y 
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RECOMMENDATION* 


That the above-listed bulky exhibit be reviewed and a 
decision rendered as to the retention or disposition of the 
material contained therein. 
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Office Memorandum • united states government 



subject: Bernard Julius Otto J tuehn 


datb: November 28, 1950 



There are attached excerpts concerning the above- 
captioned case taken from "The FBI Story, A Report to the People, " 
by Don Whitehead published by Random House, 1956. These excerpts 
are from page(s) 190 ~ 193 . 34 A of the book. 
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EVEN as the oily black clouds of destruction mushroomed 
above the shattered fleet at Pearl Harbor, a thin spire of gray smoke 
I was rising from the yard of the Japanese Consulate in Honolulu, This / 
I smoke came from a small fire tended by Consul General Nagao Kita f 
I and his Vice Consul, Atojiro Okuda. They were burning the Cornu- J 
* late's secret code books and the messages which had passed between 
Kita and Foreign Minister Togo in those last days before treachery 
reached ha flaming climaT. - ^ 

Nagao Kita. It's a name to remembe r in the espionage of World 
War n. If any man can be named as the most effective enemy agent 
in the Pearl Harbor attack, it was Kita. Behind the curtain of diplo- 
matic immunity be supplied Tokyo with a running account of last- 
minute ship movements in and out of Pearl Harbor. And now that the 
blow was struck, he was trying to destroy the evidence. 

But paper in bulk burns slowly. While the flames at the Consulate 
were being fed by Kita and Okuda, Special Agent in Charge Shivers 
asked the Honolulu Police Department to place a guard at the Consu- 
late. The guard saw the papers being burned. He rushed in and grabbed 
a code book and a bundle of messages from the protesting Japanese. 
The papers wet) turned over to Shivers, who gave them to the Navy 
to decode, along with Consulate messages obtained from the commer- 
cial communications companies — messages which had been denied to 
the FBI until the Japanese struck . 1 

When Shivers saw the encoded messages, he exclaimed to another 
agent, “My God, if we’d had these earlier! Look at this!** And be 
handed the messages to the agent: 

*0245 (1) -pa” 3 December, 1941 

PROM: KITA 

TO: FOREION MINISTER, TOKTO 

(Secret Military message No.) (By Chief of .Consulate's Code). 

To: Chief of Third Section, Naval General Staff 

From: fujo 

Re signals I wish to simplify communications as follows: 

1. Code (following 3 section 8 line table) 

I f. Battle force, including scouting farce, are about to put to 

2. Several aircraft carrier* plan to put to sea. 

3. All battle force has sailed lst-3rd dates inc. 

4 . Several aircraft carriers have sailed (1st to 3rd) 

5. All aircraft carriers have sailed (1st to 3rd) 

6. All battle force have sailed, 4th-6th dates inc. 
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Here was evidence of espionage. The message sent by Kita to Tokyo 
on December 3 proved that Kita had arranged for someone to signal 
Japanese submarines and give them information on tire American fleet 
And the finger of suspicion pointed to Bernard Julius Otto Kuehn as 
Kita’s confederate because Kuehn had a house at Lanikai, a house at 
Kalama with a dormer window and a boat with a star on the ssJL 
Otto Kuehn, a German national, had first come to the FBrs attention 
In 1939 because of persistent rumors that he had an abnormally large 
income for a man with no profession or known business connection. 
Such talk gets around in a community the size of Honolulu. And it 
was no secret to the FBI that Kuehn had deposited more than $70,000 
in a Honolulu bank from 1936 to 1939. He had once been a member 
of the Nazi Party. 

Kuehn explained to Mends that his income came from family in- 
heritances, .but in tracing the money the FBI began to suspect it had 
come to Kuehn from Japanese sources in Berlin. These suspicions in- 
creased when the Army advised the FBI that the Japanese Consul 
General was known to have asked his Foreign Office for an opinion 
on the reliability of a couple in Hawaii named “FriedelL" 

The FBI could find no one named “FriedelL” But agents noted that 
Mrs. Kuehn’s first name was Friedel, spelled with one “1.” This simi- 
larity in names seemed more than coincidence is view of the fact that 
the Army’s tip cafce a short time after Mrs. Kuehn’s return from a trip 
to Tokyo. 

Still, there was no tangible evidence of espionage by Kuehn until 
the Consulate messages had been translated. Then Kuehn confessed. 
He admitted he was the source of the code for signaling to the sub- 
marines, but he claimed it was never used so far as he knew. 

Kuehn told agents: 

... It was also arranged [with Kita] that this same set of signals could 
be given by short wave radio and arrangements were made that if the 
Consulate desired to contact me they could do so by sending me a post- 
card signed “Jimmie," to my Box No. 1476 at Honolulu ... On the 
same occasion that I transmitted this simplified system of signalling I had 
also advised the Consulate that there were seven battleships, six cruisers, 
two aircraft carriers, forty destroyers, and twenty-seven submarines, or 
f some similar figure, in Hawaiian waters - . .* 

Kuehn also told of receiving some $30,000 in 1940-1941 from j 
sources in Tokyo, money which he claimed represented transfers from 
property income in Germany. He said the last $14,000 payment was i 
handed to him by a strange Japanese, and that his wife hid all the I 
money. 1 

“I don’t know where she has it hidden,” Kuehn said. But there waa 


Page 192 of n The FBI Story, 
A Report to the People^ by 
Bon Whitehead 
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( testimony indicating that the stranger who gave Kuehn the $14,000 
was Vice Consul Okuda’s associate. Consulate Secretary Tadasi Mori' 
mura. 

A military commission operating under martial law listened to 
Kuehn’s story and then sentenced him to be shot to death “by mus- 
ketry.” However, the sentence was later commuted by the military gov- 
ernor to fifty y^ars at hard labor.* 

Kuehn was one of ninety-one persons convicted of spying against the 
United States from 1938 to 1945. And the shame of it was that sixty- 
four of them were American citizens betraying their own country. The 
tgreater number worked for the Hitler government because of loyalty 
So Germany. A few others were mere adventurers. A few were re- 
Jcruited by threats of death or injury to loved ones held by the Nazis. 
A few became enemy agents because they saw a way to make easy 
money. 


Excerpt from page 193 of 
i "The FBI Story t A Report 

to the People " by Don Whitehead 
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* Kuehn served at Leavenworth Penitentiary from December 1, 1942, un-j 

/ til June 6 1946, when his sentence was commuted in order to deport himl 
to Germany. He was confined at Ellis Island, New York, until his paroicj 
was ordered on July 29, 1948. He voluntarily departed from the United | 
States to Buenos Aires, Argentina, on December 3, 1948. 
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MR. T0LSON 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
!EJM IS UNCLASSIFIED 


date: October 24, 


.^■^^^^jEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - nl 

%q __ BY^g^L y 5». 
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SUBJECT 


For record purpose s the * Indi anapolis Star/* 

W as faUigto n off ice , advised that one of the editors of his papeFln Indiaiiapoli 
had come across Bernard JulluVTEuehn in Indianapolis and had checked into 
Kuehn's background and wanted to do a little rehash of this old case. 

j 

The Kuehn case was an espionage casein Honolulu involving a 
former German naval lieutenant, Bernard Julius OttOTCuehn, 39 years old, 
his wife, Friedel, and daughter, Ruth, who, while living in Honolulu, were 
in contact with the Japanese and who received payments of money from the 
Japanese for arranging various signals which consisted of utilizing lights, 
beacon fires, and clothing displayed at prominent positions which could be 
observed by the Japanese two-man submarines, which signals would Indicate n 
the strength of the United States fleet at Pearl Harbor. It is recalled that on ~ 
November 17, 1941, Kuehn took to the Japanese Consulate a set of 17 signals 
which would show the operations of the American fleet. The high command 
in Tokyo considered the system too complicated so on December 3, 1941, 

Kuehn submitted a new signal plan which met with Japanese approval. The 
Kuehns were arrested on December 8, 1941, and at the time of apprehension 
Mrs. Kuehn had secreted on her person $5, 000 in $100 bills. She had also 
placed in the lining of her window curtains an additional $2, 000 in $100 bills. 

|The Japanese had made payments of more than $40, 000 to the Kuehns in a 
period of a year and a half. The Kuehns were tried before a military commisslc yr ^ 
in Honolulu charged with espionage in February, 1942, and Kuehn was sentenced 
to be executed by a firing squad but the sentence was later commuted to confine- 
ment at hard labor and Kuehn was thereafter incarc^rracrln the U.S. Penitentiary 
at Leavenworth, Kansas. Kuehn's wife and daught^owere ordered interned in 
the United States for the duration of the war a^jWere repatriated to Germany in 1945. 

c WF has been furnished ha&ground material on this case, which 

was popularly known during the early days of the war as ’The Case of the Lights 
in the Dormer Window.” 
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Enclosed is news item which appealed i# fc)ie "t/ 24/62 
'.edition of the "Honolulu Staj^-Bulletin" and whicfi 1 reports U 
Isubjeot’s wife, Mrs,. FRIEDEl^UEHN j^iiow residing: in Germany, 
is instituting a suit against the United States Government in 
amount of $27,000 as "compensation for sei^dre and auctioning 
of their Hawaii property in 19^5. M It was noted she has 
engaged a Washington, D. C., attorney. 


2 - 


'In 1944 the Office of Inspector General, U. S, Army, 
conducted detailed investigation on basis of allegations made 
by Mrs, KUEHN, then a repatriate to Germany, to the Legation of 
Switzerland and transmitted to the U, S. Department of State, 


The disposition of the KUEHN real property in Hawaii 
was handled by the Alien Property Custodian, ^ 
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Mrs. Friedel Kuehn 


By JOHN FBEHN J 

’ TIRSCHENREUTH, Sermany, July 24 (AP) — Mrs. 
Friedel Kuehn, widow of N*ii spy Otto Kuehn, con- 
victed by the U.S. for collaborating with the Japanese 
in laying plana for the sneak attack on Pearl Harbor, 
is seeking her husband’s vindication. ' ■/ ■ 

In 1942 a military court at Honolulu sentenced Kuehn 
to death JartJhe sentence was commuted to 50 years 
in prison. He* was sent to Kills Island for deportation 
in 1947, chose to go to Argentina tram where he re- 
turned to Germany in 

Bernhard Julius Ott <TKtmhn Ht*H to 1956 of cancer 
in a uennaJThosidtal He was 6L .. 

Mrs. Kuehn, a broken woman of 70 living on a $30 
i month fonflin old-age pension, also wants to receive 


Kuehn _ 
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S^u^jor: John Fiehn 

JjJior: William Ewing 

&u. : BERNARD JULIUS 

OTTO KUEHN 

Character: ESPIONAGE — J 
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lar.000 from the U.S. government She says, this Is 
money the U.S. Government got from auctioning 
Khehn's property in, 104ft. . v, * 

H My husband was a spy that never was,'* she said In 
an interview in this small country town barely five 
miles from West Germany's border with Communist 
Czechoslovakia. * ' 

She charged that high officers of the U.S. Navy at 
Hawaii used Kuehn as s scapegoat' to cover up for what 
she called “extreme laxity in preparing against ^the 
Japanese sneak attack”, „ 

- Mrs. Kuehn, tall, sinewy and chain smoking, said hef 

I family broke up is a tesult of persecution by the 
which handled the Kuehn case. 

Her daughter Ruth and son Eberhard Uve in the 
United States. Ruth Kuehn'a marriage with .J. Carson 
Moore broke up. She married again. Son Eberhird'a 
. marriage also went oh the rocks, She said. 

| j" 

TALSELY ACCUSED’ : * * x 1 ‘ 

“This is all because my husband was falsely accused 
and convicted,” she said. 

Mrs, Kuehn said another son, Hans Joachim, age 30f 
-tried to commit suicide twice in May this year and 
was subsequently put in an asylum. She ia -attempting^ 
to secure his release. ’ 

“For 10 months after our arrest by the F.B.I., Hans 
Joachim was put in the care of an evil man who taught 
him nasty things. He never recovered from the harm 
done him then,” Mrs. Kuehn charged. 

' “I demand compensation from the U.S. Government 
for all that has happened to us,” she said, adding that 
a Washington lawyer is handling her qase. She would 
not disclose his name. w ^ 

, Kuehn was convicted on charges of having co-oper-'^ 
ated with Japanese consular official^ at Honolulu in' 
spying out the position of the U.S. fleet in Pearl Har- 
bor. He was also alleged to have arranged a. special 
signal system from the window of houses at Kalama 
and Lanikai, apparently to direct Japanesd enemy dive ; 
bombers. • /' 

* » •„ • >*.*. -■ V 

‘ALL ROT ’ - . * 

: * ' \ 

He was reported to bave received at least $14,000 
from the Japanese. / ‘ 

“All rot,” Mrs. Friedel Kuehn aaid 21 yearn ' after-..;, 
wards. - / - *?. * 

“First of all, wi weren’t Neals. We left Germany* 
because we hated the Hitler dictatorship. That’s why.: 
we went to Hawaii.” \ 

■ “My husband resigned hia naval commission unde^** 
the Nazii. He was an intelligence officer while in the 
navy but tbal was all over once he bad quit the aerv- 
ice,” shf said. - . ?■ 

, She said her .husband's family had beefc wealthy^*' 
Kuehn’s father was a professor of chemistry at Stettin. 
'-Otto Kuehn tried hia hand in free-lance journalism 
, after, leaving the German Navy. 


“ft it we had too mueb money, Otto refUy didn’t have 
to (work,* Mra. Kuehn. aaid. .* • - l\ ‘ 

The entire Kuehn family was taken by surprise when 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor December X, 1941,' 
she'Uid, i 'A.V.i \ ~ -pz 

/■ l‘I was standing before the mirror la bur <*-ea«in _ 
room combing my hair when the attack tame,” ahe aaid.?* 
-‘‘In the mirror, opposite the open window, I s*w th«~*. 
planea dive and come up again. They looked like hor-’-' 
nets buzzing all over the aky.. / 

* “My table radio was going full blast. Suddenly the ’ 
Jazz music program was interrupted. They are gttack- * 
Ing— they axe attacking,’ the announcer cried. The Jazz 
music was continued.” ^ 

", She Said she thought the Nm wai carrying nut, a?, 
mock attack exercise. ■ '■’ 1 ^ ‘ ” V • 

“I couldn't believe anyone would play jazz while the 
fleet was ripped to pieces, while thousands died.” 

RUSHES HOME ‘ ^ -> J 

Her husband pushed home, scared, she uld, by the 
detonations. He hid taken their youngest boy to Sunday 
school. >' •; 

Later that day, the Kuehna Joined In administering rt 
help at a Red Cross station. She aaid she gave shelter, ] 
to 12 persona made homeless by the stuck. ‘ 

SHIPPED TO MAINLAND. - ; . 

The next day, the entire Kuehn dan was taken into 
custody. ' j • , * 

“From that day until 1955, 1 did not see my husband 
again,” ahe claimed. She and her husband were sub- 
mitted to “third degree” interrogations by FJM. agents, 
she said. 

■ “I will never forget it. One day, the prison guards 
arranged a special meal for me and my husband. We 
both were in soliUry confinement in a Honolulu jail. 
They told us this was our last meal and we might as 
well enjoy it because we were to be executed the next 
morning.”' 

After her husband’s secret trial, she was shipped to 
the U.S. Mainland and .kept in internment. In 1944 she 
was repatriated to Germany with her son Hans Joachim, 
aboard the Swedish liner Gripsholm, she spid. 

She charged that her elder son, Eberhard, was forc- 
ibly kept in the United States although, . under the 
articles of the Geneva Convention, a miqpr should nof 
be separated from his mother. * 1 

“They even pressed him Into the Army and made hiipl 
fight in Korea. I haven’t seen my ton since thoee days 
in Hawaii,” ahe sa^d. 

* “If my husband was guilty, why wasn’t he executed" 


, 


2 



<{k« liked. "Why «ii he released after serving only " ~ -Tenderly she stroked tW thick folders containing f| 
five of the 50 yetrs to which he wss sentenced? clippthgs and hind-written notes by her husband, j 


I five of the 50 yetrs to which he wss sentenced? 

I "While Otto was on Ellis Wind iwsiting deportation, 
he tried to stay In the United States. He failed. 1 ad- 
vised him to gq to Argentina rather than return to 
Germany because there are too many Americans around 
lere and 'they would never have stopped bothering 
lim. They didn’t want him to tell the true story " Mrs. 
Kuehn said. t 

CRIES FREQUENTLY 

She frequently cried while recounting her version of 
the Kuehn family’s fate. Within two hours, the >aced 
through a pack of cigarettes whjI*.chain-smoking and 
coughing. 

Pictures of herself and her husband, a ^young hand- 
some officer in the imperial German Navy, decorated 
the walls of her small, two-room apartment in a lower 


clippthgs and hand-written notes by her husband. 

, "He compied that materiel on hi! case while in 1} 
Argentina. He wanted to write a book. H* was too sic^ 
to get down to doing It, though.* • * - * 

Fading photos of her children were on a desk In fhe 
sparsely-furnished apartment A stale kitchen smell 
mixed with cigarette smoke. _ 

"A lot of. nonsense has been written about ua Kyebns, 
don’t believe it,” she said. . ■ i ' 

She said all she wants npw is to have the Kuehn 
family name cleared of the "false charges” brought 
against her husband. ’ 1 
"I don’t want the money," she said. "All I intend to 
do, is to recover the money for my children." 

She refused to disclose the American addresses of 
her children because "they’ve suffered enough from 
bad publicity,” she aid. "Leave them in peace.”, . 



!JThi,s is the building where the widow of Otto Kuehn lives in Tirschenreuth, > 

,G» f mo ny f ncarihO-C zet-hoAlovalf border. : — Ju_ . r. i _ r 

★. ... _ ★ 7^ . ★ ★ , ★ r - - ★ 

Kuehn Flashed Position of U.S. Fleet to Japan 


Otto Kuehn not only sup- 
fpli/ed Japan with informa- 
tion about the fleet at Pearl 
larbor three days before the 
$mbe* 7, 1941, attack, 
it he confessed to the FJBi 
it be did so, according to 


Office of War Information 
disclosures made in 1943. * 
A light in a dormer win- 
dow reportedly transmitted 
the vital signals. 

Kuehn, a German, if also 
reported to have boasted to 


F.B.I. agents that he was so 
high in the. Nazi Party that 
he wss once considered for 
the position of chief of the 
Gentian Gestapo under Hein- 
rich Himmler. , 

Today Knehn’a widow 


denieaher husband was ever 
a spy, as she seeks 927,000 1 
compensation for a e i a u r e 
and auctioning of their Ha-i 
wail property in 1945. Star- 1 
Bulletin files sL tb* .war 
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Upprehended on December 8, 
t 1041, and he wu sentenced 
Lto be shot February 21, 1042, 
pby a military commission in 
Honolulu, ’ ' 

, Later the sentence was 
commuted to 50 years at 
hard labor. 

It was not until June of 
1943 that details of the secret 
“trial were revealed. 

According to a U r i t e d 
Press report from Washing- 
ton at that time, Kuehn con- 
fessed to the F.B.I. that he 
] approached Japanese Vice 
[ Consul Otojiro Okuda some- 
time in November, 1941, and 
offered to assist the Japa- 
nese in obtaining informa- 
tion regarding United States 
defenses/ ■* 

Okuda reportedly accept- 
ed and Kuehn, accompanied 
by his 10-year-old son, Hans 
♦Joachim, went to- Pearl Har- 
bor snd made observations. 

Signal system 

“A few days liter, he went 
te the Japanese consulate 
add submitted a signal sys- 
I tem which he had worked 
I out which could be used by 
Uhe consulate in furnishing 
[information regarding num- 
Ibef and types of American 
f ships in Pearl Harbor, as 
well as data about ships that 
had already left or were 
about to leave, ' v the Office of 
War Information report said. 

The signals included a dis- 
play of light id the windows 
^of houses owned by Kuehn 
ijtnd his wife at Kalama and 
Lanikai. The house it Ka- 
lama bad a dormer window 
“in the attic built specifically 
tor aignsllng purpciei. (Bt-, 
met details on who receive^ 
.ib? signals were not reveal- 


officials thought KuehnT 
original system of signals 
too complicated and Okuda, 
according to the F.B.I. re- 
port, told him to come back' 
with a simpler system. 

NUMBER OF SHIPS 

“He (Kuehnl also handed 
to Okuda. a written tabula- 
tion of then umber and types 
of American ships then in 
Hawaiian waters,” the O.W.L „ . 

Mid. -ifaai- 

,71 mi 


Ku ehn was purportedly In 
Tfie“metal furniture business 
here, apd the Kuehns enter- 
tained frequently and had a 
reputation for hospitality. 
He was also reportedly a 
nightly frequenter of down- 
town bars, where he spent 
money lavishly. 

He frequently wrote letters 
to Honolulu editor^ In which, 
he defended the pro-Naii| 


French government of Piem 


‘The F3.I. reports thst on 
or about October 25, 1941, 
114,000 in cash .had been 
delivered to Kuehn at his. 
residence with the dormer 
window by Tasasi Morimura, 
ifourth secretary of the Japa- 
nese consulate, the O.W.I. 
Iso said. 

Kuehn, who served in the 
iGerman Navy during World 
W*? L bad come to Honolulu 
n 1935, allegedly to study 
he Japanese language. He 
■never went back to Ger- 
many, but made two trips to 
Japan during the next four 
years. - 

And during his first three 
years here, more than $70,- 
000 was deposited to his 
credit in a Honolulu bank by 
Rotterdam bank associa- 
tion. ' ' ^ ■ ; 

OPENS BEAUTY SHOP 

Despite these deposits, 
Kuehn is reported to have 
been in financial difficulties 
in 1939 and his wife's daugh- 
ter opened a beauty shop. 
This was later said to have 
been opened mainly to ob- 
tain Navy businesa. 

Mrs. Kuehn went to Japan 
in 1940 and reportedly 
brought b ack $16 ,000 in 
cash. • " 1 ~ . 


ehn’s trial was secret, 
and first public accusations 
linking him with spy activi- 
ties were 'made in a divorce 
action filed by the husband 
of Mrs. Kuebn’s daughter, 
early in 1943. 

Among belongings of the 
Kuehns which were auction- 
ed off for $14,746 were such 
items as antique Chinese 
screens and vases, fine sil- 
verware, diamonds, pearls, 
Persian and Chinese rugs, 
ermine scarves, teakwood 
furniture of every descrip- 
tion, Leica and Zeiss Cam- 
eras, motion picture earners, 
.daggers, swords and hunting 
knives. 
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TO 


DeLoach •> date: a. 2-02 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

fcREiu b uu:u:;ified - ■ • 

J K as'^ r i 

subject: MRS. FRIEDEL KUEHN, aka. 

uns niravApn tttttttq htt 


FROM 



o^kjedT^ 

BACKGROUND: 


Rom* I / 

Trottw 
’•l*. Room , 
dim*. 



The Honolulu Office, by letter of 7-25-62, has forwarded a newspaper 
clipping from the Honolulu "Star-Bulletin" of 7-24-62, which reveals that Mrs. Kueh 
the widow of Nazi spy Ottb Kuehn, is suing the United States Government for $27,000 
as "compensation for seizure and auctioning of their Hawaii property in 1945. " It wa_ 
indicated that khe had engaged a Washington, D. C, , attorney. The newspaper story 
about Mrs. Kuehn, who is now residing in Germany, characterizes her as a "broken 
woman of 70 living on a $30 a month German old age pension. " She claims she was 
persecuted by the FBI and her husband was convicted of a crime he never committed. 
She made othpr false accusations about the FBI with respect to be manner in which he: 
family and iferywere treated after their arrest subsequent to the bombing of Pearl 
Harbor on^/7-41. After petting forth Mrs. Kuehn’s remarks, the Honolulu "Star- 
Bulletin" newspaper then set forth the more accurate account of the story of Otto . 
Kuehn and his family based upon its newspaper files. It described Otto Kuehn’s 
espionage activities prior to the bombing of Pearl Harbor and the fact that he had fe £ 
confessed to the FBI some of his relationships with Japanese Government officials, yio. 


INFORMATION IN BU FILES: 

Bernard Julius O tt(r"kuehn and his wife Friedel were apprehended by 
military authorities in Honoli^vToii 12-8-41 at which time they were interned as 
dangerous enemy aliensTj The Bureau developed evidence of a sufficient nature to 
bring charges of espionage against OttoKuehn . Inasmuch as Hawaii was under ndlrtia 
law at that time, Kuehn was tried by military commission.. jjffe was found guil 
was sentenced to be executed; however, the sentence was subsequently commu 
to 50 years imnrisonrq gpt at hard labor H&uehn was transferred to Fort Lea^efrfoor th, 
Kansas, on 11-20- 


,1 - Mr 7 DeLoach 
- Mr. SuUlvai^ 


MCI ■ 13 _ 



■> a AUG 1? i3ok 


tv i t < 




IE AUG 8 1952 


C/ 1 


> 



RE: MRS. FREED EL KUEHN 

The allegations contained in Mrs. Kuehn’s recent statement about the 
Bureau were the subject of an Investigation by the Office of Inspector General , United 
States Army, in 1944. This investigation contained no derogatory information about 
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ESPIONAGE 


/ Bulky Exhibit File Number; 65-1574-275 
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We are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits in order 
that we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch 
as many of the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupying: 
badly needed space, it is requested that the appropriate substantive | 
supervisor review the above- listed bulky exhibit and render a decision 
as to its retention or disposition. A notation as to the decision reached . 
may be placed on this memorandum. The memorandum should be 
returned to the Filing Unit of the Records Branch, Room 1116, Identi- 
fication Building, for filing in the case file. 


RECOMMENDATION ; 

That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered 
as to the retention or disposition of the material. 
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BERNARD JULIUS OTTO EUSHN 
ESPIONAGE 



Bulky Exhibit File Number; 65-1574-299 

We are in the process of reviewing all bulky exhibits in oi 
that we may dispose of those which serve no further purpose. Inasmuch 
as many of the bulky exhibits pertain to inactive cases and are occupying 
badly needed space , it is requested that the appropriate substantive 
supervisor review the above- listed bulky exhibit and render a decision 
as to its retention or disposition. A notation as to the decision reached 
may be placed on this memorandum. The memorandum should be 
returned to the Filing Unit of the Records Branch, Room 1116, Identi- 
fication Building, for filing in the case file. 


RECOMMENDATION; 


That captioned bulky exhibit be reviewed and a decision rendered 
as to the retention or disposition of the material. 
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In reply to your letter of August 14th, Bernard Julias 
Otto Kuehn was deported to Germany In 1948. He died in Germany 
in 1956. His wife and daughter were repatriated to Germany on 
January 1, 1945. 

f 

Sincerely yours, 


. MAILED 21 

'AUG 181971 

i "' FBI 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


Ll. — 


Bernard Julius 


Biihop 


NO'pE: 

Ott(vKueh n and his wife were apprehended by military authorities "In 
BonoIuhTon 12-8-41 at which time they were interned as dangerous 
enemy aliens. The Bureau developed evidence of a sufficient nature 
to bring charges of espionage against Otto Kuehn and he was tried by 
military commission in Hawaii. He was found guilty and was sentenced 
to be executed; however, the sentence was subsequently commuted to 
50 years imprisonment at hard labor. He was transferred to 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on 11-20-42. (65-1574-316) 
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MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT I I 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. August 14, 1971 

Bear Sir* 

I aa about to write for an American magazine 
an article on Bernard J. O/Kuehn, who spied 
for the Japanese at Pearl Harbor, was caught on 
Pearl Harbor Bay, and sentenced to 50 years at 
hard labor (. see release of Office of War 
Information, Hew York Times, June 15, 19^3^ • 

me 

Could jrou, please, tell/vhat became of 
him and his family? 

Very 


P,S. Until 



ui 



V-V>, 


M>M«y*cRSITY OF 
LJ! FLORIDA 


College of Arts and Sciences 
Department ol History 


September 3» 1971* 


e/tem t 

M i 


i \-l 


VGU MM ates Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Room 1*706 

10th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D- C. 20^35 i;\ . 






Via return mail, 
investigations of 
relationship to t 



e the cost of the summaries of 
and ( ytto^ Kue^n, Also, their 


Again, thank you for your consideration. 
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